GNFAC Avalanche Forecast for Fri Nov 22, 2024

Thisis lan Hoyer with pre-season avalanche, weather and event information for the Gallatin National Forest
Avalanche Center on Friday, November 22th at 7:00 am. Thisinformation is sponsored by the Avalanche
Alliance and The Friends of The Avalanche Center. Y ou can donate to the Friends of the GNFAC’s Fall
Fundraiser HERE. Mark will issue the next conditions update on Monday.

Mountain Weather
A coupleinches of snow fell yesterday, along with strong west/southwest winds.

e Bridger Range 1" snow/0.1" SWE
Hyalite Canyon 0" snow/0.0” SWE
Big Sky 3" snow/0.3” SWE

West Y ellowstone 3" snow/0.5” SWE
Island Park 2" snow/0.2” SWE
Cooke City 2" snow/0.3” SWE

More precipitation is on the way for the next couple days, with the biggest pulse coming Saturday into Saturday
night. There may be adrizzle of rain today at lower elevations, but most of the moisture will fall as snow. By
Sunday, expect 6”-12" of new snow near Island Park, 4-6" near West Y ellowstone, and 2-4” near Bozeman, Big
Sky, and Cooke City. Winds will remain breezy out of the west/southwest.

Snowpack and Avalanche Discussion
All Regions

Wind dlab avalanches are the primary concern through the weekend. They could break under the snow that fell
yesterday or in the new snow that is going to fall and be blown around tomorrow and Sunday. Either way, they
could easily have enough power to knock you off your feet and into the plethora of rocks and stumps that are
still exposed with athin, early season snowpack. Avoidance is the key as getting caught in an avalanche of any
sizeislikely to result in traumatic injuries. Skiers yesterday in the northern Bridger Range triggered several
small slides that demonstrate how surprising quickly even athin slab can get snow moving (video). Wind drifts
will be the largest and most dangerous in the areas with the most new snow (likely the Island Park area).

From public observations and our own limited fieldwork so far, the snowpack structure islooking pretty good
for early season. Lots can still change, but for now, we' re cautiously optimistic about the lack of dramatic weak
layers near the ground (Dave' s video from Beehive Basin).

With each snowfall, there are more slopes that have continuous snow cover and are more appealing to ski or
ride. Unfortunately, these are exactly where you need to be most wary about avalanches. It isacliche for a
reason - if there is enough snow to ride, there is enough snow to slide. Tilt the odds in your favor watching for
signs of instability (recent avalanches, crack, or collapsing), carrying rescue gear (beacon, shovel, and probe)
and following safe travel protocolsin and around avalanche terrain. If you' re not ready to shift into winter-mode
and follow these safe travel practices, plan to avoid steep snow-covered slopes with more than afoot of snow.


http://www.w.mtavalanche.com/forecast/24/11/22
https://www.avalanche-alliance.org/
https://www.avalanche-alliance.org/
https://go.eventgroovefundraising.com/pb2024/Campaign/Details?_gl=1*lz9upy*_ga*MTI1MTc3NjQ4LjE3Mjg2NDkzNzc.*_ga_D103K7R6GM*MTczMDMwMzc0Ny41LjAuMTczMDMwMzc0OC41OS4wLjQ0MjQ4MTQzNQ..
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/cb81DKQ0G4M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YCqhiLWpnrE

Upcoming Avalanche Education and Events

Our education calendar is full of awareness lectures and field courses. Check it out: Events and Education
Calendar

Tuesday, November 26, 6-7 p.m. Free Avalanche Awar eness at REI Bozeman.

Monday, December 2, 6:30 p.m. MAP community partnership night and 1-hr Avalanche Awareness, at MAP
Brewing

Tuesday, December 10, 9 am.-3 p.m., West Y ellowstone Avalanche Fundamentals. Motorized Guide Cert
Cour se, Pre-registration required.

For anintro class with afield day, Register for our Avalanche Fundamentals course.

Friends of the Avalanche Center: Fall Fundraiser!

We're till counting on your support and the online Fall Powder Blast fundraiser is 76% of the way to our goal.
Please consider making even asmall donation HERE or viaVenmo


http://www.mtavalanche.com/workshops/calendar
http://www.mtavalanche.com/workshops/calendar
https://www.rei.com/events/kgaa/know-before-you-go-avalanche-awareness?course.session.anyLocation=100.000000%7E45.679312%7E-111.037259%3Bgeo_r
https://events.eventgroove.com/event/2024-West-Yellowstone-Avalanche-Fundamentals-103001
https://events.eventgroove.com/event/2024-West-Yellowstone-Avalanche-Fundamentals-103001
https://events.eventgroove.com/event/Friends-Of-Gnfac-Avalanche-Fundamentals-Non-100662?redir=1
https://go.eventgroovefundraising.com/pb2024/Campaign/Details?_gl=1*lz9upy*_ga*MTI1MTc3NjQ4LjE3Mjg2NDkzNzc.*_ga_D103K7R6GM*MTczMDMwMzc0Ny41LjAuMTczMDMwMzc0OC41OS4wLjQ0MjQ4MTQzNQ..
https://venmo.com/u/FriendsofGNFAC

