
GNFAC Avalanche Forecast for Tue Nov 19, 2024

This is Dave Zinn with pre-season avalanche, weather and event information for the Gallatin National Forest
Avalanche Center on Tuesday, November 19th at 7:30 am. This information is sponsored by the Yellowstone
Club Community Foundation and The Friends of The Avalanche Center. You can donate to the Friends of the
GNFAC’s Fall Fundraiser HERE. We will update this bulletin as conditions warrant.

Mountain Weather

Mountain temperatures on Tuesday morning are in the single digits to teens F, some of the coldest we have seen
this season. Winds are 5-15 mph from the west to the north, and the mountains received a fresh shot of snow.

Bridger Range - 8” snow/0.6” SWE
Hyalite Canyon - 7” snow/0.5” SWE
Big Sky - 9” snow/0.5” SWE
West Yellowstone - 5” snow/0.5” SWE
Island Park - 7” snow/0.7” SWE
Cooke City - 6” snow/0.6” SWE

Tuesday will feature the coldest temperatures of the week, with highs in the teens F and a lull in the incremental
snowfall. Temperatures will warm, and chances for light snow accumulation will return in the second half of the
week.

Snowpack and Avalanche Discussion

All Regions

The snowpack is thin, but we are heading in the right direction, with 5-10” of new snow falling in our latest
storm. SNOTEL sites across the forecast area report snow depths between 16 and 26 inches, with the deepest
totals in the Northern Gallatin and the Southern Madison Ranges. Hitting rocks, stumps and underlying obstacles
remains the most likely hazard, but yesterday’s new snow increases the odds of triggering avalanches, especially
in areas where wind-drifted snow built fresh wind slabs and instability within the new snow could result in
storm slab avalanches.

Slopes with fresh wind slabs are the primary avalanche concern. The greater snow depths of wind-loaded slopes
appeal to folks looking for early-season turns. However, these slopes are less stable and the most likely locations
to encounter avalanches. Additionally, as snow drifts onto slopes, the potential size of slides increases. Recent
indicators of this problem include shooting cracks in Beehive Basin on Monday (photo) and a natural wind slab
avalanche in the northern Bridger Range on Sunday (photos and details). Increasing winds throughout the
week, even without additional snow, can worsen this problem. Avoid steep slopes with signs of instability,
which include recent avalanches, shooting cracks, collapsing (whumphing), stiffening of the snow surface, or
visual cues of drifting.

Instability within or immediately below new snow may result in smaller storm slabs or loose snow avalanches.
This problem is generally short-lived, but a quick snowpit will tell you if persistent weak layers that develop
early in the season are resulting in longer-duration instability.

http://www.w.mtavalanche.com/forecast/24/11/19
http://yellowstoneclubfoundation.org/
http://yellowstoneclubfoundation.org/
https://go.eventgroovefundraising.com/pb2024/Campaign/Details?_gl=1*lz9upy*_ga*MTI1MTc3NjQ4LjE3Mjg2NDkzNzc.*_ga_D103K7R6GM*MTczMDMwMzc0Ny41LjAuMTczMDMwMzc0OC41OS4wLjQ0MjQ4MTQzNQ..
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=169&elements=&networks=!&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=true&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=WTEQ&depth=-8&parameter=PCTMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=I&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=45.769&lon=-109.982&zoom=6.5
https://www.mtavalanche.com/images/24/shooting-cracks-upper-beehive-basin
https://www.mtavalanche.com/node/32141


Getting captured in an avalanche of any size is likely to result in traumatic injuries, as victims will invariably hit
the underlying obstacles during a ride. Thus, avoidance should be our objective. To reduce the consequences of a
mistake, carry rescue gear, practice with it and follow safe travel protocols in and around avalanche terrain.
Hunters, often traveling alone and without avalanche rescue gear, should avoid steep snow-covered slopes with
more than a foot of snow.

Upcoming Avalanche Education and Events

Our education calendar is full of awareness lectures and field courses. Check it out: Events and Education
Calendar

Thursday, November 21, 6-7 p.m., Free Avalanche Awareness for Families and Friends at Story Mill
Community Center.

Tuesday, November 26, 6-7 p.m. Free Avalanche Awareness at REI Bozeman.

Monday, December 2, 6:30 p.m. MAP community partnership night and 1-hr Avalanche Awareness, at MAP
Brewing

For an intro class with a field day, Register for our Avalanche Fundamentals course.

Friends of the Avalanche Center: Fall Fundraiser!

We’re still counting on your support and the online Fall Powder Blast fundraiser is 76% of the way to our goal.
Please consider making even a small donation HERE or via Venmo

http://www.mtavalanche.com/workshops/calendar
http://www.mtavalanche.com/workshops/calendar
https://www.bozeman.net/home/showpublisheddocument/14542/638596777591430000
https://www.rei.com/events/kgaa/know-before-you-go-avalanche-awareness?course.session.anyLocation=100.000000%7E45.679312%7E-111.037259%3Bgeo_r
https://events.eventgroove.com/event/Friends-Of-Gnfac-Avalanche-Fundamentals-Non-100662?redir=1
https://go.eventgroovefundraising.com/pb2024/Campaign/Details?_gl=1*lz9upy*_ga*MTI1MTc3NjQ4LjE3Mjg2NDkzNzc.*_ga_D103K7R6GM*MTczMDMwMzc0Ny41LjAuMTczMDMwMzc0OC41OS4wLjQ0MjQ4MTQzNQ..
https://venmo.com/u/FriendsofGNFAC

